ACP Notes: 

1.  The tzero was one of the most popular of vehicles on display in the parking lot (although it was not part of the formal ride-and-drive), and easily the fastest. It reportedly has a 300 mile range (reduced to 250 miles if you're peeling out a lot) and does 0-60 in about four seconds. Its 150 kw of power (200+ HP) is from more than 6000 LG Lithium Ion batteries and I think they have said much of the power is available at very low RPM. If there are rappers and celebrities and athletes out there buying $200,000 absurdly-fast sports cars, then maybe they would consider spending less than that to have Tom build them one of these.

2.  On the other hand, if there are any celebrities out there looking to spend that kind of money to buy “an environmentally-friendly car that could change the world” then I'd steer them to ACP to build them something like their PIHEV VW Prototype.  It is the sort of vehicle that I would buy, if it were available as more than a prototype.

It is, in my view, the most important type of vehicle on Earth in that a reliable affordable PIHEV would open a gateway toward consumers having, for the first (or second) time, the option of using a non-fossil fuel to power their cars.   It would be the first highway capable vehicle widely for sale that would be able to plug in.  I say “first or second” time because biofuelers are already running a non-fossil fuel, and braving a variety of setbacks such as the difficulty of finding quality 100% biofuel ready-made at the pump and the difficulty of engine-warranties.  Most of the Biofuelers I've spoken to are also very big fans of this ACP VW PIHEV.

I had heard about this VW for awhile, and was very glad that I got to drive it, though this particular one will never be put into production.   PIHEVs were a big topic amongst such Conference Attendees as Felix Kramer of calcars.org (who offered a seminar) and Professor Franks of UC Davis. ACP tends to talk about the extreme versatility of this VW. It can run on three different fuels: gasoline, electricity from a socket, and natural gas. It can be run in reverse as a generator to send electric power to your house. I know of no plans by ACP or by a major manufacturer to put a PIHEV into production. The major manufacturers have pretty much rejected the idea of making a PIHEV at this time. We'll see if we can change that. ACP's focus these days is to take the lessons of the Li-Ion tzero and this Prototype VW PIHEV and apply them to a project to produce sellable modified Scion xB HEV or EV vehicles. 

